Statement Opposing National Guard Deployment in
Memphis
Dear Mayor Young, City Council Members, and Shelby County Elected Officials,

We, the undersigned organizations and individuals, strongly oppose any deployment of the
National Guard to Memphis.

Our city does not need military troops on our streets. Flooding neighborhoods with troops does
not make us safer; it only deepens distrust, escalates harm, and diverts resources away from
the real solutions our communities need.

The data shows that crime is going down in Memphis — and that matters. But we know many
people still don’t feel safe, and deploying the military will not change that. Real safety comes
from investing in our communities: strong schools, stable housing, good jobs, youth programs,
and mental health supports — not soldiers in our neighborhoods.

The presence of the National Guard would neither address the root causes of crime nor bring
long-term safety. Instead, it risks putting Memphians in greater danger of unnecessary contact
with the justice system while delaying real community-based solutions.

City and County leaders must take concrete steps now to protect residents™:

e Restrict access by National Guard and federal forces to public facilities — including
libraries, parks, and public buildings

e Restrict or limit threats of ICE raids or deployments that threaten our immigrant and
refugee communities.

e |ssue guidance and train the departments and people who work in public buildings and
with community on restricting access and providing support and protection for
community members.

e Use their influence with the business community, including major employers and
distribution hubs, to keep federal forces from expanding their reach.

e Shield our children and schools from military and ICE presence.

*To the fullest extent permitted by state and federal law.

We further call on City and County officials to provide resources for violence prevention,
housing, mental health services, and trauma supports — especially in neighborhoods most
likely to be targeted by the National Guard. If state and federal governments truly want to help
Memphis, they should deploy social workers, childcare centers, and grocery stores; not military
troops.



We call on all elected officials at every level to reject this dangerous escalation and stand with
the people of Memphis by investing in what truly keeps us safe: our schools, our housing, our
jobs, and our communities.

Will you commit to opposing the deployment of the National Guard? In the event that the
National Guard gets deployed, will you commit to taking these concrete steps to protect
Memphis and Shelby County residents?

Please reply to info@justiceandsafetyalliance.org or submit your response via this Google Form
by Monday, September 15 with your response.

Undersigned Organizations:

Memphis For All

Stand for Children Tennessee

MICAH (Memphis Interfaith Coalition for Action & Hope)
Transformative Justice Initiative, University of Memphis School of Law
Just City

Justice & Safety Alliance

ACLU of Tennessee

Tennessee Immigrant & Refugee Rights Coalition

Youth Justice Action Coalition

Undersigned Individuals:

Tikeila Rucker
Tyler Foster
Cardell Orrin
Aerris Newton
Josh Spickler
Scott Banbury
Jaysonne Montoya
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