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Justice & Safety Alliance: We Will Not Wait for Washington to
Reform Policing in Memphis

Community Coalition Supports National Campaign to Demand Transparency from MPD
Following Department of Justice Findings and Subsequent Retraction

MEDIA CONTACT: Makenzie Graham | mgraham@stand.org | c: 651-247-5306

MEMPHIS, TENN. — The Justice & Safety Alliance (JSA), a coalition of Memphis-based and
statewide community organizations, proudly supports the launch of the Seven States Safety
Campaign, a coordinated national effort to demand public records from police departments in
seven states where the U.S. Department of Justice confirmed widespread civil rights violations.

In Memphis, the coalition’s partner, Stand for Children Tennessee, worked with the American
Civil Liberties Union of Tennessee (ACLU-TN) to submit a formal open records request to obtain
documentation of police misconduct by the Memphis Police Department (MPD). The request
follows the release of the December 2024 DOJ report, which affirmed what Memphis residents,
especially those who are Black, Brown, or poor, have said for decades: that MPD routinely
engages in excessive force, racial profiling, and discriminatory policing practices, particularly
toward Black people, youth, and people with behavioral health needs.

“Federal investigations may come and go, but our work for real accountability and lasting safety
is here to stay,” said Shirley Bondon, Executive Director of the Black Clergy Collaborative of
Memphis, a JSA partner organization. “We refuse to let national politics dictate whether our
communities get the truth. Memphis deserves better, and this records request is one more tool
we’re using to uncover the facts and build a path forward rooted in justice.”

Despite the gravity of the DOJ’s findings, local officials have taken few concrete steps to
respond. The mayor’s “Integrity Policing Initiative” task force was announced with much hope for
change, but it continues to lack transparency, clear authority, and meaningful community
involvement. Without binding reforms or consistent and independent oversight, systemic

problems will persist.

As the federal government rescinds findings in Tennessee and several other states and
withdraws from consent decrees in cities like Minneapolis and Louisville, coalitions like the
Justice & Safety Alliance are stepping up. The national campaign, coordinated by the ACLU,
includes similar records requests in Massachusetts, New York, Arizona, Mississippi, Minnesota,
and Kentucky.
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“Our coalition believes that real safety doesn’t come from surveillance and force. True safety
comes from investments in young people, mental health care, housing, education, and
community support,” Bondon said. “That’s the vision we’re organizing toward, and we will keep
showing up in city hall, in neighborhoods, and in coalition, until our vision becomes a reality.”
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The Justice & Safety Alliance is a coalition of Memphis-based and statewide TN organizations
working to transform public safety in Shelby County. We believe in a future where all people,
especially those most impacted by policing, are safe, free, and treated with dignity. Learn more

at https://justiceandsafetyalliance.org/.
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